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daily worſhip 


. 
- 


humbly offered to the thoughtleſs 
and inconſiderate upon this topic: in 
rt. which was propoſed to their ſerious 
I } conſideration, the very preſſing claims 
which are upon them to the duty; and 
the very awful reſponſibility in which 
every one is involved concerning it.— WM 
And more eſpecially ſuch as are placed 
at the heads of houſes were ſolemnly XR} 
reminded of this weighty concern, not 
only in being intereſted for their own 
_  , everlaſting welfare, but for the welfare 
Sr. Fof. thoſe immortal ſouls over whom 
Ithey exercile a kind of ſpiritual guar- 
— : {djanſhip, There was nothing know- 
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ingly omitted in that little tract which 
five minutes could furniſh, for the pur- 
poſe of perſuaſion, in order to prevail 


upon the ſeveral readers before whom 


it might appear, to comply with the 
advice there given: but every argu- 


ment and motive which ſeemed likely 
to operate upon rational and account- 


able creatures, was brought before 
them, and enforced upon their con- 
ſciences in the plaineſt and moſt at- 


fectionate terms poſſible. What the 


event of that application hath already 


been, or may hereafter be, muſt be left | 
like all other topics, where advice | 
only can be admmiſtered, to the good 


pleaſure of Almighty God. The pro- 
vince of man can extend no further. 


It is the peculiar prerogative of God 
to give ſucceſs to every miniſtration. | 
He hath reſerved to himſelf this effi- 
cient bleſſing: and we have the ſacred 8 
treaſure of his holy word in earthen © 
veſſels that-the excellency of the power may a 
be of God and not of us, It was in an 
i951 : humble 


ich humble n upon his divine 
ur- aid, that that feeble work was under- 
rail taken and ſent abroad into the world, 
om confiding in the pleaſing hope that the 
the [bleſſing of God might reſt upon it. 
gu- {And however unuſual it may be to 
ely notice it again in this place, I cannot, 
mt- while the recollection of it is preſent 
ore fjon my mind, wholly ſappreſs the riſing 
on- prayer, that it may go forth in the 
af - ſtrength of the Lord God, and be like 
the the Sow we read of in ſcripture, which 
ady furned not back, and the ſword which re- 
left furned not empty May the Lord mer- . 
vice ffcifully grant that a divine grace may 
ood never ceaſe to follow it whereſoever a a 
pro- divine providence ſhall cauſe it to come, 
her. ut that it may proſper in his Almighty 
God and, and accompliſh the thing whereunto 
tion. Be 1s pleaſed to fend it. 
effi- But, my Chriſtian Brother, the pre- 


acred 
t nen 
may 


hee, is intended to anſwer another, 


n an 


mble 


* 2 Sam, i. 22. 


ſent feeble work now preſented before 
and if poſſible, as far as it concerns 


thine 


® 
1 — _ "> OR * 4 


. 1 
thine, own perſonal ſalvation, of an 
higher and more intereſting-purpoſe. 


than to induce a ſpirit of piety among 
the ſeveral branches of a family; truſt- 
ing that where God was pleaſed to 
permit the means of grace to come, the 


his bleſſing reſting upon it: and that 
our dwelhngs might be eftabliſhed 
| in Peace, when, hke the Man of Us, 


Father is there that can reflect for a 
moment only on the near and dear 
ties of kindred in which we are linked 
in the preſent world, and eſpecially if 


he connects with it the recollection of 


a future and eternal ſtate, which can 
reſiſt the affectionate claim? My in- 
| dulgent Reader ! art thou one of this 


deſcription, and canſt thou ſuppreſs | 
the conſcientious diſcharge of this | 


bounden duty, while alive to all the 
555 : 7 Job i. v. | 


tender 


The former aimed at nothing more 


end alſo. might be attained, through | 


we ſanctify our. houſeholds in the 
daily ſacrifice of prayer.} And what 


(7) 


tender charities of ſuch a relationſhip ? 
But however mtereſting in a relative 
ſenſe the obligation of family worſhip 
may be, the preſent ſubjett I am now 


upon, becomes yet more perſuaſive 


and animating. For here the matter 
comes home individually to every 


man's own boſom. It intereſts by the 


ſtrongeſt of all arguments, and appeals 


to the heart for attention by the moſt 
powerful of all ties; as it regards a man's 


own everlaſting happineſs in that day, 


when all the connections of this life 


ſhall be over, and all human affinities 


ſhall have ceaſed : when our ſeveral re- 


lations in heaven wilf he fimilar to what 
our bleſſed Lord's was upon earth: 


they that are accounted worthy to obtain 
that world and the reſurrettion from the 


| dead, the ſame will be our brothers, and 
NMers and mothers 8 7 . 


1 


1 ſhall aſſume it. for a principle, that 


this little tract finds my Reader in the 
tabitual practice of daily devotion.— 
RS, 1 „„ Re 


be 


"64 
That either immfluer 


ments propoſed to | 


the former five mi 


convinced by an hi 


ſing from divine g 


whether he be ap 


dence at the hea 


only an individual 


and conſcientious in 


of this important du 
therefore of my p 
naturally begin wh 
off. I am now, ag 


of this little pamph 


by way of recomn 
ple 


aſures and adve 


prayer. 


Suffer me then, 


the freedom of one. 


in the queſtion ai 


thy 8 80 to 


quainted with pri- 


thou know what it 1: 


acquaintance with 
been accuſtomed no 


„ 
r influenced by the argu- 
joſed to his conſideration in 
five minutes advice; or 
by an higher authority ari- 
divine grace 1n the heart, 
e be N by Provi- 


he hea 


ntious in the ſtated exerciſe 
ortant duty. The firſt page 
of my preſent addreſs will 
begin where the former left 
now, agreeably to the title 
e pamphlet, about to ſpeak 


recommendation, of the 
and advantages of private 


ne then, my Brother, with 


n of one, whoſe ſole object 
eſtion aims at nothing but 
neſs, to aſk: art thou ac- 


vith private prayer? Doſt 
what it is to enjoy a perſonal 
ce with God? Haſt thou 


tomed now and then to ſte 
5 aide 


of a family, or is 
dividual of it; he is faithful 


% Ou mn >= n69m.io 


min, hana} Fol — fO) 
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if this be thy caſe, what a ſource of cha 
the moſt exquilite joy doſt thou de- 
rive thyſelf of, from this one fatal in- 
Prive t * | 3 ne 
| attention! Miſtake me not, I am not 
conſidering the ſubject, as it concerns 
thy ingratitude towards God; (though 
that muſt be painful enough in the 
reflection, to every feeling and in- 
genuous mind) but 1 am now ſpeaking 
of it ſimply as it concerns thy own 
happineſs. I mean to fhew thee what 
an enemy thou art to thyſelf, and to 
tmp real and moſt ſubſtantial comfort. 
That by ſhutting God out of thy con- 
ſtant CT OY = WEB 4 
any private and perſonal knowledge ot 
hs Z racious Benefactor ; thou loſeſt 
all the reliſh of thoſe delightful ſen- 
ſations of the ſoul, which thoſe feel, 
who walk with God; and are led on | * 
throu gh every event by his BARE | 
rovidences, enjoying thatbread whic 
is handed to them in ſecret | 
Neither by theſe obſervations do 
you imagine, I am led to conelude, 
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> of chat you are altogether a total 177 


. 


de. to God. For I preſume that by the 


rns 


Kkereiſe of family prayer, and in the 


ſtated duties of public worſhip ; you 


have acquired /ome apprehenhons of 
| the Divine nature, and have at leaſt 


upon thoſe occafions learnt 7 ſet the 


Lord before you. But if a ſenſe of the 
reſence occupies the mind 


Divine 


only in thoſe ſeaſons of worſhip, this is 


but a poor and confined knowledge of 


God. Not ſurely ſuch an acquaintance 


as every one would wiſh to acquire, 


who hath proper apprehenſions of 


the intimate connection in which the 


ſoul ſtands to God, and the ſole de- 

endence on which that ſoul muſt reſt 
his hopes for every proſpe& of happi- 
neſs; both here and „ Would 


any man be ſatisfied in the common 


intercourſe of earthly friendſhip, with 


ſuch general knowledge of any ob- 
jet of affection? Have you any ac- 
| Rd the | 


quaintance you regard ; the c 
brother, the parent, or the friend, 


which | 


which is as a man's own ſoul; and 
vould you be ſatisfied to ſee him only 
no and then in the ſociety of others, 
where the converſation was common, 
and all alike intereſted; and not covet 
the happineſs of being alone with the 
object of affection? And ſhall God 
then, the beſt of all friends, the neareſt 
and deareſt of all poſſible connections; 
ſhall He be the only Being in the uni- 
verſe, whoſe intimate communion and 
fellowſhip we are indifferent to poſſeſs? 
Surely, my Brother, if thou hadſt the 
ſmalleſt apprehenſion in what endear- 
ing characters the God of thy life hath 
revealed himſelf to the ſoul, there is 
nothing in this lower world would ap- 
pear equally intereſting as to acquire 
a perſonal acquaintance with him.— 
Other objects might, and certainly 
would, as they are intended from the 
divine bounty, occupy a proportioned 
regard, and poſſeſs their proper place 
in the eſteem. But the ſoul would 
receive a fulneſs of gratification only 
e e = 
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and om holy communion with Him, who 
nly alone capable of filling its defires.— 
ers, End the moſt ſupreme enjoyment 
on, Would be in thoſe e ſeaſons when 
vet We world is ſhut out, and every pe- 
the Wiſhing object for a while forgotten, 
od Wat the Gul might be left to the full 
eſt preſſion of thoſe divine ſenſations in 


the heart, when God manifeſts himſelf 


IS; 
ni- Inder theſe gracious characters, of 
nd im who hath made, and redeemed, and 


SP Menf#ifed human nature  _ 
le In recommendation of this charming 


Principle of a private and perſonal know- 
th edge of God, it is not therefore enough 
is 0 „ that the happineſs of another 


2 


T 


ife will in a great meaſure depend 
upon it: and that a nearneſs and com- 
union with our Maker, through the 
gracious offices of the bleſſed Re- 
Neemer, formed here below, muſt lead 
o a greater knowledge of him here- 
After: for even all the happineſs and 
Enjoyment of every * perous cir- 
umſtance in the preſent ſtate, muſt 
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derive all its reliſh from it. The com- Itſelf 
moneſt bleſfſings of Providence loſe by he re 

far the greater part of their reliſh when rom 
not received as coming from his gra- one 
eious hand. It is the character of men Kkranſ 
of the world to trace the mercies they ed ar 
are continually receiving, to no higher 
ſource than worldly ſtrength and world- n thi: 


Iy wiſdom. Chance and fortune are of the 


the gods of their apprehenſion; and his « 
hence they have no higher enjoyments he t. 
than ſuch capricious and uncertain the k 
cauſes afford. But with the pious Gad. 
won things are not ſo. There is no the 1 
event of life however {mall or incon- condi 
ſiderable, but what comes to „im in the 
way ofa providence. Hence the mer- 
cies of every kind he experiences, are 
for the molt part received by prayer, 
and followed with thankſgiving. And 
when devotion comes between his 
wants, and God's ſupply of them, there 
is a two-fold ſweetneſs in every enjoy- 
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ment. The prayer which is anſwered of th 
by the mercy given: and the mercy che 


itſelf 


« \ 


(15 ) 


n- itſelf rendered ſtill more grateful TY 
Y the recollection and acknowledgment 


from whoſe hand it comes. And ſurely 


one mercy thus received, infinitely: 
N Kranſcends a thouſand in the undiſeern- 


xd and unacknowledged methods of x 


Yr ommon providence. Conſidered then 
d- Tn this point of view, and what a ſource 


of the moſt rapturous enjoyment does 
this one exerciſe of the ſoul open to 
he truly pious man. He reſembles 
he holy men of old who walked with 
God, He realizes again ſomewhat of 
the Patriarchal life when the Lord. 
condeſcended to aſſume an human 
form, and man enjoyed that highly 
favoured privilege of a familiar in- 
terview and converſation with his 
T, EMaker. For no object, no occurrence; 
d Ino one event of life is void of God,— 
He ſees him in every thing. He traces 


re his footſteps in every ordination, ' In 
4 olitude, or in ſociety. In the ſilence 


of the night as well as in the tumult of 
the day, he never loſes fight of his 


factor. Accuſtomed to ſet God always 


diſpoſing cauſe of all. Hence not only 


T ES}. 
Almighty Friend and gracious Bene- 


before him; he beholds him on the 
right hand and on the left; and from 
every ſecondary object, he goes on 
to recognize the firſt and great pre- 


in ſeaſons peculiarly ſet apart for ſacred 
worſhip does he commune with God: 
but from every place, and by every 
thing: in the market, as well as in the 
church, or the cloſet, his ſoul is con- 
tinually drawn out in devout aſpira- 
tions towards God. For that channel 
through a gracious Redeemer. being 
always open, the diſtance between hea- 

ven and earth is loft in the contem- 

plation; and the ſoul of the devout 
man finds:continual] acceſs to the Father 
Ey tlie ſpirit : and will be raiſing out of COM 


mere earth and earthly materials, wings or 
for aſcenſion, and like the Angels which N 
the Patriarch beheld in a viſion on the ry 2 
ladder, will be going and returning in 2888 
a conſtant mens dont adoration before 8 4 
the throne of grace. u 
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My Chiiflian Brother! what fayelt 

hou to thele truths? ſhall not the very 
relation make thee Jong to be a par- 
taker in ſuch ſuperlative felicity ? 
ome then, I pray thee, be prevailed 
pon to enter into thy cloſet. Place 
hyſelf there, at leaſt in the way of 
grace, by which an acquaintance with 
God may be formed. And though I 
know full well that the cloſet poſſeſſes 
no ſanity in itſelf, neither will it act 
like a charm to induce a ſpirit of piety 
in the ſoul, (for this can only come 
from an higher principle) yet you will 
certainly take the moſt effectual me- 
thod to obtain this blefling, and to 
open a communication between God 
and the ſoul, when you leſſen the at- 
trations of ſenſe, which too cloſe a 
commerce with the world, and the 
concerns of it, neceſſarily ; occaſion, 


3 by Kepping aſide now and then from 
l all its buſy employments, and leaving 


them as Abraham did his ſervants, 0 
re ge yonder and worſhip. When a pious 


man for this purpoſe, withdraws int} 
ſolitude, under a warmth of impreſſioſſſe hea 
of the ſolemn interview he is about Mod! 


| 


engage in, with his Maker and God chu 
what ſhall then arreſt his affections, offi 

SOLEIL MT TILE FILE. » OWaw 1 
ſtop the. tide of an holy and devout; to 
frame? It is true indeed, there is nQ, ce 
retreat ſo ſacred, none ſo retired, whici,q « 
the man of God can find in the preſenW.. qi, 
world, but what is expoſed to inter Ncaſi 


ruption, and liable to be broken inf ery 
upon. You cannot enter the cloletW.cg re 
ſo ſecretly, nor ſhut to the door ſo im In þ, 
mediately; but what ſome enemy toffh:c: 

devotion will obſerve, and either preſs|M.-q; 
in with thee, or importunately knock ,1q. 
afterwards for admiſſion. And fo diſ. ent 
poſed is the heart within, in carrying, 
on a traiterous correſpondence with... 
the foe without, that too often the ſoul} . 
reſembles the ſiege of the holy city, Nag 


ö nd 1 
the gate 1s thrown open, and troops of out 
vain thoughts lodge in it. Ah! when her 


will that happy moment come when P 


the 


+ Jer. iv. 14. thy | 


. 
e heart ſhall be occupied wholly by | 
od ! Still however, though the foul | i 


Int( 
{ho! 
t te 


1 dj thus interrupted in her wiſhes to | 
aw nigh to God, and can never be 1 
"Cid to be altogether free from diſtur- a . 
Tr Þnce in her approaches to Him; yet = 
ſand oft certainly, in retirement and ab- 
traction from the world the happieſt 
er ſions are ſought for, to keep off 
14 Ca 10NS are ; ougn r, to p | 

let Nery preventive, and to procure the 
.  Welired favour. And if ever the ſoul 


an be ſaid to feel the real ſenſations of 
liſs, which ariſe out of thoſe inex- 
rreſfible felicities of communion with 
od; 1t muſt be, in thole lolemn mo- 
nents, which are then tranſacted, un- 
dbſerved, and unknown by any ſtanders 
dy. When the ſoul like the Sa- 
zte's veſlel comes empty to be filled; 
and the divine bleſſing which is poured 
out from the Lord, ſtayeth not, until 
there be no more room to receive it.“ 
| Dear Reader! oh! that I could raiſe 
10 thy ſoul by any thing that is here ſaid, 
| 2 Kings iv, 3,6. 
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„„ 
to aſpire after an intimate knowledge 
and acquaintance with theſe ſacred 
employments ! Join thy prayers with 
mine, I beſeech thee, that a divine 
light from above may ſhine upon this 
page, (without whoſe illumination, | 
am fully ſenſible it muſt remain a dead | 
letter) while I ſhall endeavour to lead | 
thee thro” ſome of thoſe very weighty | 
arguments which prels to the frequent 
obleryance of cloſet devotion. And 
may the Lord grant that we may both. 
in ſimplicity of heart follow that day 
dawn and day ſtar which ſhineth as in a 
dark place, until 7he power and coming 
of our Lord 4+ Cirih be known and 
experienced by us, as of old it was e 
manifeſted to them that were with the 1 
Redeemer in the holy mount. J x 
And here, that I may bring the ſub. 
{ 
| 


ject into the cloſeſt compreſſion of 
ſubſtance poſſible, I ſhall be content to 
| pals over unnoticed, many arguments, 
which might be brought forward, into. 
5 & 2 Peter i, 16, 19. 3 


in themſelves unanſwerable. I might 


point of excellence can be more ſo, 


in favour of the practice. None I am 


in the argument, if they could be fol- 


(.ar 


the account, which call loudly to the 
erformance of private prayer, and are 


ſpeak of it as a duty, and of the moſt _ 
poſitive nature, having for its autho- 
rity, the whole tenor of ſcripture, to 
countenance and enforce it. I might 
ſafely recommend it alſo on account 
of its great privileges: for what in 


than the permiſhon of finful duſt and 
aſhes to approach God in the near and 
intimate communion of perſonal wor- 
ſhip. I might argue yet further, by 
way of ſtrengthening theſe conſide- 
rations, in oblerving, that the uniform 
example of good men in all ages, is all 


perſuaded have been remarkably emi- % 
nent for their attainments in grace, 9 
but have been as eminent alſo, for 
their obſervance of cloſet devotion.— 
Neither would theſe conſiderations be 
without receiving additional ſtrength 


lowed. 


—_— © © „ 0 « 
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the miſtaken views of men have thrown 


lowed up, with the teſtimony of thoſe 


brilliant Wn which | have ap- | 
peared in the lives of devout men f 


God, on whom a divine bleſſing hath _ 


evidently ſhined. But the limits to 
which in point of time, Iam neceſſarily. 
reſtricted in the title page, being Ten 
Minutes only; as well as the plan to 


which I have confined myſelf by way 
ofrecommending private prayer, which 


is to be ſimply on account of ite plea- 


ſures and advantages theſe confide- 


rations deprive me of making uſe of 


any other topics of perſuaſion. And 


indeed I hope thele are enough. For 
if, dear Reader, I can make it appear 
to you, by a few plam evidences, that 
both in point of pleaſure and advan- 


tage, you are injurious to yourſelf and 


your own happineſs, if you live in the 
neglect of this divine and moſt gratify- 
ing of all enjoyments: I ſball certainly 
have accompliſhed one point at leaſt, 
in removing that mighty ae her 


5 


n 


„ 

up againſt the practice of piety. The 
world hath advanced a general opinion 
upon this ſubject, and the heart is but 
too eaſily 1 5 to take it upon 
truſt; I mean that a life of piety, muſt 
be a life of gloomineſs and ſorrow ; 
and that the ſacred employments of 
the cloſet are comftortleſs things.—_ 
Whereas, in fact, the reverſe of this is 
abſolutely the caſe. In the practice of 
devotion the ſoul not only enjoys in a 
way of anticipation the future rewards 
of piety, but even finds a preſent ſatis- 
faction, ſuperior to every other. And 
what the Apoſtle Paul hath ſaid of 
godlineſs in general, may with a pe- 
culiar propriety of expreſſion be ap- 
lied to devotion in particular; it hath 
the promiſe of the life that now is, as well 
as that which is to come. Believe me, my 

dear Brother, they who would teach 
you otherwiſe, are enemies to your 
beſt intereſts : and like the ſpies ſent to 
view the promiſed land, return with a 
falſe report to deter you from entering 
Oh” upon 
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upon the poſſeſſion of it. Suffer me 
to intimate the true informers by bring- 
ing before you the cluſters of grapes, 
and the pomegranates, and the figs, 
which grow there, that I may invite 
you to explore the country where 
ſuch delicious fruits are abounding 7 
And this, purpoſe I flatter ale 1 
Thall fully anſwer, under a divine. 
bleſſing, if I can make it appear to 
your fatisfattion with clear evidence, 
that of all pleaſures upon earth, the 
pleaſures of devotion, are the higheſt, 
and the beſt: that they are among the 
nobleſt gratifications the foul of man is 
capable of ſuſtaining in the preſent _ 
ſtate of being: and that when God 
mercifully ak himſelf as the 
great object of our affection, and in- 
vited men to draw nigh to him through 
a gracious Redeemer, he conſulted no 
leſs our happineſs, than our intereſt. 

One word more however I muſt pre- 
miſe before I enter upon the -ſubjeR, 


T Numb. xili. 23, 32. No 
| (though 


„ 
(though I confeſs in this land of chris- 
tian knowledge it might reaſonably - 
be preſumed all information on this 
point would be unneceſſary)—that all 
approaches to the throne of grace 

as well private as public preſuppoſe 
that the channel of communication is 
ſought for only through the mediation 
and by the merits of a Redeemer. - For 
this 1s the very foundation of all our 
hopes of acceptance. Since the fall, 
man 1s by nature ſo depraved, and by 
fin ſo far ſeparated from God that it 
is impoſſible he can be again brought 
nigh but through the blood of Chriſt. 
No man can come to the Father but by 
Him. He is the way, and the truth, and 
the life. Chriſt therefore is the only 
medium. And the man that is igno- 
rant of this divine truth, is ignorant of 
the firſt and leading principle of all 
true religion; and is equally unquali- 
fied for the worſhip of God, as well in 
public as in private. He hath no fel- 


D | lowſhip 


„„ 
lowſhip with the Father nor the Son.*— 
But where ever this fundamental truth 
of the goſpel is known and cheriſhed ; 
nothing ſurely can afford ſo charming 


an encouragement for the ſoul to ap - 


proach God in all acts of divine wor- 
ſhip, as when invited to draw nigh 
through the channel of a Redeemer. 
And to minds under impreſſions of this 
devout nature, perſonal communion 
with God opens the higheſt and moſt 
_ rTapturous. enjoyment (as I before ob- 
ſerved) the foul of man is capable of 
ſuſtaining in the preſent life. 


A few obſervations will be ſufficient * 


to ſet this matter in a clear point of 
view ; and oh! that they may be ac- 
companied with a divine energy in the 
heart to lead you to the practice of it 

by way of experiment of the doctrine. 
Dear Reader! I know not by what 
particular circumſtances in the world 
thou art diſtinguiſhed, and cannot 
poſhbly dire& what I have to offer by 
I | SG ig es I 
e an 


3 
an immediate appeal to thy own per- 
ſonal ſituation in life. Were I to ad- 
| dreſs thee under any one expreſs cha- 
racter, whether high or low, rich or 
poor, young or old, in proiÞperny or 
adverſity; ſtill I might err wide of the 


mark in reſpect to the very. perſon 
to whom I am now directing my diſ- 
courſe. Hence it is evident that to 


make my ſubject generally uſeful, I 
mult. confine myſelf to general circum- 
\ ſtances. Here, and there, perhaps I 
{ball aſſume the poſſibility that my 
Reader is in one or other of the di- 
ſtinct claſſes of life, and may more di- 
rectly appeal to him under that expreſs 
character. But for the moſt part it 
muſt be by general obſervations, only 
that I am to prove the great excellence 


of perſonal acquaintance with God, in 


acts of private piety, and to recom- 


mend it merely on principles of plea- 


ſure and advantage. But though L 
certainly loſe very conſiderably in 
point of argument what 
„% Wn knowledge 


a perional 
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„ | 
knowledge of my reader's ſituation in 
life would otherwiſe. afford: yet one 
thing I know, let that fituation be 
whatever it may, there is no condition 
of human nature, but what becomes 
equally intereſted in the doctrine.— 
For as there is no ſtate ſo proſperous, 
but what needs a per/onal acquaintance 
with God, to give the finiſhing reliſh | 
to every comfort; ſo there is none ſo 
wretched, but what muſt-find in this 
. principle ſomewhat as an alleviation 
El to every trouble. 1 5 
= Let us attend to the inveſtigation of 
this great truth, and let us attend to it 
Vith the cloſeneſs of the application, 
ſo important a ſubjet evidently de- 
mands; and ſee, whether in point of 
pleaſure, as well as in point of intereſt 
F and advantage, any object can be pro- 
| | poſed to the human mind, which pro- 
g 
f 


miſes equal happineſs to that of an in- 
timacy and communion with Gd. 


| It hath been ſuppoſed by ſome, that 


among 


49 ur 


founded. 


i 


among all the pleaſures of life, the 
and moſt gratifying, are thoſe 
which arife from the intercourſe of 
ſincere and diſintereſted friendſhip : 
And pris the opinion 18 well- 

or certain it is, the joys 
and ſorrows of the human ſtate are fo 


admirably conftituted, that they derive 


aid, from communication. By means 
of which, the ſoul imparts, and re- 
ceives back again, a ſacred delight, in 


her ſeaſons of happineſs : and the bit- 
terneſs of the draught of miſery is leſ- 


running over, is made to pour itſelf in- 
to the boſom: of a friend. Hence we 


find, that mankind have conſtant re- 
courſe to this expedient, by way of 


leſſening their troubles, or heighthen- 


ing their enjoyments. And there are 


few fituations, I believe, ſo ſolitary 


and detached, but what will find ſome 


kind breaſt to lean upon in their ſor- 
rows, or ſome fnendly heart to pour 
into of their comforts, through all the 
departments of ſocial life. But 


ſened, when the cup which is full and 


pleaſures of the preſent ſtate, pure and 


ſhip is ſo pure as to be mixed with no | 


cere, as to be free from every principle 
of ſelfiſhneſs? Alas! ſuch is the cor- | 


and deceitfulneſs of man; that what 


of the world, which afford real and 
permanent ſatisfaction? And even | 
indeed if they were more perfect than 
tranſitory is the tenure of all earthly 


Prop. on which the ſoul leans for 


( 4.) 1” 
But though theſe things ſhould ſeem | 
very clearly to prove, that among the 


dilintereſted friendſhip, claim the high- 
eſt department; yet what human friend- 


alloy : what regard among men ſo ſin- 


ruption, the weakneſs, the prejudices, 


from the infirmities of our acquaint- 
ance, and the frailties of our own 
hearts : there are but few friendſhips 


they generally are; yet ſo ſhort and 
connections; that if this be the grand 


happineſs ; how much to be pitied 1s 

that man, whoſe chief comfort reſts on 
ſo baſeleſs a foundation? 

My Brother! art thou one whoſe 

| |; . heart 
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31 
heart is ſuſceptible of the tender im- 
Preſſions of friendſhip? And art thou 
Jatisfied in thy own mind that the 
greateſt of all pleaſures conſiſts in the 
Joving, and being beloved, by ſome 
Juitable object of affetion? Wouldſt 
hou wiſh to repoſe thy happineſs on 
his ſecurity? Come then, let me di- 
rect thee to an object every way cal- 
ulated to afford thee this gratification 
fn the moſt ſuperlative degree; and 
ndeed the only Being in the univerſe 
capable of ſatisfying the full wiſhes of 
the ſoul. The Being I mean, is thy 
Maker, and thy God. He alone can 
give that joy which the ſoul requires, 
to fill her moſt capacious defires.— 
And He mercifully. propoſes himſelf 
under this character to thy affection, 
and invites thee to the neareſt and 
moſt intimate communion through the 
channel of a gracious Redeemer.— 
And what a ſource of the moſt exqui- 
fite rapture and delight is opened to 
the mind, to induce thee to a 
= | this 


( 32 ) 
this divine acquaintance? Art thou 
lamenting the weakneſs, mourning 
over the perfidy, or diffatisfied with 
the ſelfiſhneſs of earthly friendſhips ; 
what an immediate remedy to all theſe 
_ evils is found in the ſtrength and faith- 
fulneſs and diſintereſted favour of 
God? Here is friendſhip indeed, as far 
tranſcending all human friendſhip as 
the heavens are higher than the earth 
The one permanent, pure, and eternal. 
The other fluctuating, mingled with 
much corruption, and of a day. The 
friend{hip of man in his higheſt excel. 
lence, like man himſelf, is but a bubble 
on the water. The friendfhip of God, 
can be likened to nothing but the 

Ye ag. mountains and the great 

8 „ 

. what yet more enhances this 
ſupreme felicity, is the conſideration 
with whom man holds this, per/onal ac- 
quaintance; I mean the infinite great- 
neſs of Him who confers this bleſſing; 

and the infinite littlenefs of thoſe who 

| Are 


1 
are the objects of his favour. Where 


it is all condeſcenſion, and grace, and 


goodneſs on the one part; and all 
Failty, and imperfection, and unwor- 


Ithineſs on the other. Not (as the 


Apoſtle 5 beautifully reaſons) that 
we have loved him, but that he hath loved 
My dear Brother! what can humar 


friendſhip propoſe to thy fondeſt 


iſhes, which can deſerve to be men- 
10ned with. this divine acquaintance 


with thy Maker? Alas! the tendereſt 
alliances have perpetual abatements to 


make in point of comfort, and the 
pureſt friendſhip hath much 9 71 
ingled with it. And indeed unleſs 
e union of hearts is cemented in the 


love of God, and earthly friendſhip is 


refined and ſublimated by that which 
bs Bea veniy; what is it after all but an 
nſanctified human paſſion, ſubje& to 
aprice, and change, and humour? 
Zut, when kindred ſouls are brought 
together by this ſuperior attraction; 


friend- 
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. (99 7 
friendſhip of this kind is not only 
founded in a fixed and unfluQuating 
principle; but the objects of it are 
cContinually deriving new accefſions of 
happineſs in their attachments to each 
other, from their unity in God. And 
in this caſe ſo far is the period of all 
human connections from threatening 
to leſſen their tie, that they look for- 
ward to it as the ſeaſon of complete 
enjoyment; when the 5 ſe- 
paration on earth, will be the prelude, 
through the Redeemer's merits and 
love, to their everlaſting union in 
heaven. 3 | 
My aged Father! (for perhaps I may 
be ſpeaking to one of this deſcription) 
I appeal to thy heart, and to thy long 
experience with the world, for the 
truth of what I fay. The commerce 
of many years with mankind cannot 
but have taught thee, both the fallacy 
of all human friendſhips, and the pre- 
carious tenure on which the beſt of 
them is built, Methinks thou art like 
n F * 


5 
A 


- 


„„ 


ſome old tree of the foreſt, which hath 


ſurvived many wintery ſeaſons, and on 


whoſe trunk is vifble, the effects of - 


many pruning diſpenſations ; while all 


around are to be ſeen the ſpots where 


once thy fellow tenants of the grove 
ſtood, but which are now gone, and 
have left thee-a ſolitary individual — 


Say then, my. venerable friend ! what 
hath thy long a of many re- 


volving ſuns taught thee? How ſtands 

thy acquaintance with thy God? Hath 
the departure of thy earthly friends, 
one by one, brought thee nearer to 


an heavenly communion? Haſt thou 


learnt that ſacred art, which none but 
the true believer in Chriſt can acquire, 
to extract divine comforts from human 


ſorrows; and from the diſappoint- 


o 
p 


ments of time, to find conſolations in 


the proſpects of eternity? Are the viſits 
thy ſoul by prayer and meditation, 


more frequent to that upper world, 
in proportion as thou art every day 


loolening connection with this: 180 


1 
77 A, 
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V 
doſt thou walk continually in holy 
contemplation on the eternal ſhore, 
waiting the uncertain moment of thy 
dülmiffon hence, that when the Maſter's 
call ſhall come, thou mayeſt embark in 

full confidence, thro' Ieſus's ſtrength, 
for the land of ſpirits? _ os 
My hoary Reader! if thy experience 
can ſay Amen, to theſe touchſtones of 
character; and the gracious ſpirit of 
our God beareth witneſs to thy ſpirit, of 
this unity of correſpondence; thou wilt 
need no additional perſuaſion from me, 
to the perpetual obſervance of the 
charming intercourſe I am recom- 
mending, of communion with God.— 
But if thou art unconſcious of what 
theſe things mean, and art ſtill ſeeking 
for conſolations amidſt the wreck of 
this world's treaſure, with a mind han- 
kering after earth, and earthly purſuits: 
Alas! my Brother! what ſhall be found 
for thee, to. give any real comfort to 
the foul! The world preſents nothing 
but a dark and dreary proſpect; the 
33 rs I ny Tongs Profits, 


e 
rofits, the employments, the pleaſures 
fit, are all unſatisfying now; thy for- 
er acquaintances are gone, and the 
eart is inacceſſible to the diſpro- 
ortioned friendſhips of youth and 
ears. And where then wilt thou turn 
Iny eyes for comfort, or defire to lean 
hy declining head, but in the boſom of 
y Redeemer and thy God? My dear 
Reader! May He who alone can a- 
aken ſeriouſneſs in the mind, or give. 
Tracious defires to the heart; both 
waken and invigorate all that is need- 
ul to thy preſent ſtate; and cauſe 
hee to know and ſeek the things which 
make for thine everlaſting peace, before they 
re for ever hid from thine eyes. * 
But while I am thus making a par- MM 
cular application of my ſubject to the „ V 
aſe of the aged, in order more fully to \ 
onvince the reader of long experience 
n life, from his own perſonal know- 
edge, how incompetent all friend- 
ip, but the friendſhip of God, is to 
give real and permanent ſatisfaction » 
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Whom he can call his friend, can bt 
leſs intereſted to ſeck the friend{hip 0 


_ felfin his rich connections! But how! 
. the argument heightened, to the hum 
ble and friendlel 


= IM 
the foul of man: perhaps ſome poore 
Brother, who peruſes this page, an 


world, may have rendered him unac 


ledge of ſuch effects, will be led there 
from to conclude, that theſe are obſer 
vations in which he is altogether un 
concerned. But in this 1 wall be 
miſtaken. For the argument to thi 
cultivation of the divine acquaintanc 
equally preſſing, whether a man hat. 
he the experience, of the unſatis 
ſying nature of all earthly connection 
to comfort the heart, or whether h 


ſuppoſed, that the poor and afflite 
foul 


ul who ſtands ſolitary and detached 
without a ſingle perſon upon earil 


Heaven, than the man who prides him 


s behever, when 
„„ 


roes on to conſider, the peculiarly en- 
ouraging and endearing characters, 
n which the God of his life hath re- 

ealed himſelf to his apprehenſions: 
ks the bearer of the poor when he erieth, 
he needy alſo, and him that hath no helper : 
as the High and Holy One, that e,. 

to him that is poor and of a contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembleth at God's word; pro- 
poſing himſelf as the never- failing Com- 
orter of his people, and inviting the 
afflicted and enfente of every de- 
ſcription to draw nigh in, and through 
the Redeemer's name, and 7o caſt all 
their burden upon Him who careth for 
them; What a volume of perſuaſion 
is found in thoſe charming repreſen- 
tations of the divine benignity? 

My dear Brother of humble degree, 
whoever thou art, before whom theſe 
lines appear, pauſe one moment I be- 
ſeech thee, and aſk thine own heart 
what can the nobleſt earthly friend{hip 
propoſe worthy to be mentioned in 
competition with this divine and hea- 
I 5 1 venly 
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venly principle? Andif bs what cauſe 
can there be to murmur the want of 
any human friendſhip, when a man 
hath this Almighty friend in the hea- 
vens always to look up to? Muſt it 
not argue then a deficiency in this ſa- 
cred acquaintance, when it becomes 
not ſufficient to ſupply the abſence of 
all creature comforts ? Can that gra- 
cious ſoul ever be ſaid to be lonely and 
friendleſs, who knows by his own ex- 
1 what the Apoſtle found in 
his; truly to have fellowſhip with the Fa- 
4 ther, and with his Son Fejus Chriſt? A 
fellowſhip always at hand; a friendſhip 
ever open to immediate accels' at all 
times, at all places, and upon all oc- 
caſions Oh ! the unknown raptures 
that ſoul enjoys who draws all his 
ſources of happineſs from this inex- d 
hauſtible fountain! For when the poor thi 
and needy ſeek water, (to uſe the beauti- MW 
ful figure of ſcripture) and their tongue 
Faileth for thirſt; the Lord will open 
rivers in hgh place 1 and fountains in the 
| mid/ 
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uns: I the Lord will hear them. I the 
od of. Iſrael will not forſake them.* —. 


und when to the tender call of God, 


ith which he ſometimes whiſpers 


hat gracious invitation to his people, 
eek ye. my face; the believer can echo 
back the awakened prayer, thy: face 


ord will 1 ſeek: In ſuch moments 


he ſoul feels an animation lifting it 
above every thing here below; as if 


he body was left like a dead carcaſe 


pon the earth without its immortal 


nhabitant, while the ſpirit is borne 
aloft on the wings of devout medi- 
tation, and is aſcended up before God. 


My Brother! doſt thou in the preſent 

moment experience any thing of this 
divine life? Shut the book, I beſeech 
thee, in order to open thy heart ſtill 
more to the devout impreſſions. And 
may the Lord enable thee to enter into 
the animated feeling of the Pſalmiſt's- 


devotion, until thou haſt imbibed a 
J A . of 


portion 
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1 3 eve 
portion of his ſpirit, and canſt adopt anc 
rom the ſoul the fame divine ſenti- tin 

ments as he experienced. I have feen of 
an end of all perfection. Whom have I ini ſte: 
heaven but thee, and there is none upon is 
_ earth which I defire in compariſon of thee.Y cre 
My fleſh and my heart faileth, but God ii mae 
the firength of my heart and my portion fei 
fir er es peo 
Enough hath been ſaid, I hope, un-M ic 
der the firſt branch of the argument, tu 
to prove, that if friendſhip be con- ar 
ſidered as a principle ſource of happi- 4: 
neſs to. mankind, as that it muſt in all a! 


very high degree; no friendſhip but g 
that which is formed with God can be te 
competent to anſwer this purpoſe, or C 

tally ſatisfy the defires Ro ken T 


* 


many avenues by which man propoſes 
to enter upon the enjoyment of hap- 
pineſs. The world is engaged in the 
fn 8 


But friendſhip is but one, among 
= 
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ever- 
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FF 
everlaſting purſuit of this principle; 
optWand every one is ſending out con- 
tinually into the highways and ſtreets 


feen of the city, with the enquiry who will ; 
Z In ſhew us any good ? And while the ſearch 
upon is made among the various objects of 


creature comforts; what ever experi- 
ments are tried, or however the dif- 
ferent ſtages of life may hope to find 
it in this, rather than in that propoſed 
ſcheme of earthly felicity; it is but 
turning the mind from one vanity to 
another, and ſeeking the living among the 
dead, while exploring any of the vain 
and unſatisfying joys of this world's 
good. For it is the /ou/ which wants 
to be comforted; and nothing but the 
Creator himſelf can ſatisfy this immor- 
tal principle either here, or hereafter. 
Aſk that man, I beſeech you, who 
hath ever known what it is to enjoy 
the happineſs of an intimacy and com- 
munion with God; whether in the ab- 
ſence of this inexpreſſible enſoyment, 
creature gratifications of any kind can 
e To ws 
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thy conntenance upon me, and it ſhall put WM in 
gladneſi in my Beart, more than in the time 


In the intermiſſion of this ſupreme, en- Wor 


joyment, the ſoul. of a rea 


when the Lord returns and. imparts 
ſome manifeſtations of his renewed fo 


2 Pſalmiſt; return to thy reſi 
* ar 


1 


* datisky the ſoul! ? Oh! he will tell you co 
\_ that the wealth of worlds cannot com- 
Wo . for the want of it; that nothing 


ut what 1s ſanctified by the divine 
preſence can give delight to his heart. 
Lord, he will ſay, It thou up the light of 


when corn, and Wine, and oil, mcreaſe. * 


chriſtian 
finds no reſt or pleaſure. All is dark- 
neſs, and the ſhadow of death. But 


grace and love; like the ſun breaking WW pl 


from behind. the hidden cloud and Mw 
gladdening the whole hemiſphere, the Wt! 


| believer rejoices in the enlightened Mju 


mercy, and exults in the 5 age of Ap: 
my ſoul, al 


the Lord hath dealt vount Yful, 4 with Wh: 
"Thee! 7 h 
30 Brother! doth thy erperienee BB 

* Pſalm i iv. 6, 1 P 
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correſpond to this doctrine, as in water 
face anſwereth to face * Thou wilt know 
theft the infinite value of that reſt to 


which the ſoul returns when God is 
his portion. A reſt which remazneth 


for the people of God in its full perſection 


in another life, but which is begun in 


| part in the preſent. A reſt indeed, 


which none but the redeemed know, 
or can partake of, and which nothing 
leſs than the blood of Chrif could 
purchaſe or obtain. Men of the world 
may have their other enjoyments and 
pleaſures. The providence of God 1s 
for ever beſtowing his mercies in a 
plentiful profuſion upon the evil as 
well as upon the good; and ſending 
the bleſſings of his rain both upon the 
juſt and the unjuſt. They have ap- 
parently alike an indiſcriminate uſe of 
all the good things of his providence; 
health, and wealth, and children, and 
houſes, and lands, and poſſeſſions. — 
But it is the, privilege. of his redeemed . - 
people only, to fit down to the og. 
— 55 e 5 i. 
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„ 
and the real enjoyments of thoſe out- 
ward bleſſings of his providence, from, 
the ſanctifying effects they feel of his 

inward grace. Oh! did men of the 

world but know, the immenſe diffe- 
rence between a ſanctified, and an un- 
ſanctified mercy; could they but once 
be made ſenſible of the infinite diſpa- 
rity in the enjoyment even of the com- 
moneſt bleſſings of Jife, between thoſe 

a mind earthly things, and thoſe whoſe 
converſation is in heaven; how would 

they turn with indifference from almoſt 

every thing of creature comforts. only, 
and in which no traces or remem- 
brance of the Great Creator was found 
to give a finiſhing reliſh to the whole 

. enjoyment! I do not wonder indeed, 

that men of pleaſure as they are called, 
ſhould find ſuch perpetual - reſtleſ{nel; 
and diſſatisfaction in the various ob- 
jects of their purſuit. For ſurely the 

eee, the play-houſe, the mid- 
night aſſembly, and the filly amuſe- 
ments of the ball- room, were neve! 
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calculated to ſatisfy the deſires of the 
human ſoul in its purſuit of happineſs. 
And ] proteſt, that independent of all 
other conſiderations, had I my choice, 
I would by far prefer the unconſcious 
ſtate of being in a bird, or an harmleſs 
reptile of the earth, to the character of 
an intelligent and accountable crea- 
ture, upon ſuch terms of exiſtence. — 
Humanity pities the fly which in the 
abſence of the ſun, is attracted by the 
taint light of a candle, and hovers 


round it again and again, until by ap- 


proaching too near it burns itſelf in the 
flame, and dies in agonies of pain,— 
But what a flood of tears might we 

weep over thoſe ſenſeleſs beings who 
vroteſs to be under the influence of a 


divine luminary the Sun of righteouſ. 


neſs, and yet inſtead of ſeeking their 
happineſs from Him who is the light 
and the life of man, like the ignorant 
inſe& juſt mentioned, flutter round the 
taper of any meteor of yanity, and pro- 


ſecute the dangerous deluſion till they 


7 1 48 
ſink under a diſabled body, and tle 


down in diſappointment and ſorrow ! 
My dear Reader! (for by what other 
name ſhall I call thee,) art thou in the 
preſent hour ſeeking thy ſupreme hap- 
pineſs from the creature of any deſerip- 
tion: and are theſe arguments not con- 
vincing enough, to ſhew thee the ex- 
treme folly of thy choice; go then, my 
Brother, go on, and proſecute the lame 
round of unthinking and unſatisfying 
purſuits ; compaſs yourſelf about with 
the ſparks of vanity, and walk in the 
light of the fire of folly, which you 
have kindled : but tremble at the aw- 
ful conſequence which God hath de- 
creed to be the termination of ſuch a 
life. This ſhall you have of mine hand, 
you hall lie down in forrow.7 
Oh! how it moves one's pity to ſee the 
rich proviſion the great Author of our 


nature hath made, to recover the fallen 


objects of his bounty from a ſtate of ſin 
to ſalvation, through the wonderful 


1 Ifaiah l. 11. 
labours 


TAY 5 
labours and ſufferings of the 8on of 
God; and that under the gracious 
helps afforded, man hath only to im- 
plore grace to raiſe himſelf by the ex- 
erciſe of faith and prayer to a nearneſs 
and communion with God in this life, 
that after this preliminary ſtate of 
things is finiſhed, he may be tranſlated 
into his immediate preſence, there with 
him for ever eternally to dwell; and 
yet that ſuch a profuſion of goodneſs 
ſnould be loſt upon the maſs of man- 
kind who are funk in fin and ſenſuality, 
and live as without God in the world, 
unconſcious of the divine love, ſtran - 
55 to the Redeemer's ſalvation, and 

now not in reſpects to the ſaving ef- 
fects of his power on the heart, whether 
there be any Holy Ghoſt. Can it be poſ- 
ſible that the happineſs of ſeeing God 
and dwelling for ever under the light 
of his divine countenance, can be re- 
ſerved in heaven for minds ſo earthl7 
and ſenſual ? Do they in reality hope 
one day for ever W aha the oP | 
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and yet 1 now ſhun all acquaintance, 
and defire no intimacy with him? 
Alas! to what a mr gy ig fate hath 
fin reduced all the faculties of tye 
foul! Lord do thou lift up the light of 
thy countenance upon our hearts,— 
Suffer us not to be loſt for ever; amidſt | 
this darkneſs of the human eſtate, nor 
: —_— ION: a guide in the fruitleſs 
urſuit ot ĩmaginary as of: _ 
6 bring * the cans. un 
ſelf in bs face of Jeſus Chriſt . 3 
truly to know. is everlaſti die chat 
from being acquainted wit God, we we 
may be. at 1 with ys wo in His 
light ee 325 | 1 


And now 1 . hope from all 
that hath 7 5 af the mind can re- 

re no additional argument 
Ae that. $a only 901 _ 
ſubſtantial happineſs of lite, muſt be 
found m communion with God: and 
that the man who 1s ſeeking pleaſure 
1 other ſource i iserring mw 
rom 
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from the mark. Tie deep ſaith it is not 
m me; and the fea faith it it not in me.— 
/ould you, my Brother, then poſſeſs 
eal and true happineſs, that happineſs 
uſt be found-in God; and when the 
oul of the awakened: believer is en- 
bled to enjoy communion with Him 
hro' the onto! of the Redeemer's 
ove; all other gratifications will ap- 
ear in compariſon thereof, but 'as the 
rop of the bucket, or as the ſmall duſt of 
%% ed a neg 
If any thing remained to finiſh the 
bject, by way of recommending this 
harming principle of perſonal ac- 
uaintance and prayer with God, more 
an from the pleaſures of it, a large 
dace opens for ſaying juſt as much, in 
ſpect to its advantages alſo; for theſe 


aſion in as extenſive a degree as the 
rcumſtances of human life can poſ- 
bly/ ſupply. There is no ſituation - 
ther of joy or ſorrow; no one event 


in 


re equally ample, and furniſh .oc- 


in which a man can be placed, but 
what muſt find advantage from private 
prayer, and brings with it in its hand, 
a recommendation to the obſervance 
of the duty. Men of the world, per- 
ſons whoſe exiſtence is ſpent in the 
zurſuits and employments, or plea- 
fa res as they are called of the world; 
from not knowing the ſolid and ſub- 
ſtantial enjoyments and gdvantages of 
communion with God, Are at a loſs to 
conceive how it is poſſible to receive 
happineſs from prayer, or what can be 
the perpetual ſubjects to employ the 
pious man in his ſeaſons of devotion. 
They have aſked therefore with much 
ſeeming ſurpriſe, what can a man have 
to ſay to God ſo ere ; and what 
can occupy the mind in the large por- 
tions of time he ſpends in retirement 
and prayer? But in anſwer: to this 
childiſh: enquiry;: the real and fincere 
chriſtian replies; what have I not to ſay 
to my Redeemer and my God, upon 
the numerous and important ſubjetts 
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in which my whole nature is involved, 


and 1n relation to thoſe grand intereſts 
in which God hath been gracioufl 

pleaſed to reveal himſelf to my ſoul. 
There is nothing that concerns me 
either in time or eternity, but what 


comes in for a place in my devotions. 


My own wants are fo many and con- 
tinual; my fins and departures from 


duty ſo fre 


zent and aggravated; 
| the bleſſing am for ever receiving ſo 


-and 


great and undeſerved, that motives of 
prayer and of praiſe, are ariſing all 
around me every hour. And were my 
own per/onal intereſts leſs than they are, | 


yet when I look round the worl 
conſider the tender charities of 


* 


and 


life; 


my family, my relations, my friends, 


the world at large, the unbelieving, in- 
ſenſible, and wicked world: thoſe who 
know not God, and thoſe who are too 


graceleſs to pray for themſelves; 


and 


more eſpecially that Zion, that Church 


of Chriſt, which is dear to the 
deemer, and whoſe name is writte 


Re- 
n on 


the 


„ 
the palms of his hands, and therefore 
cannot but be dear to all his people: 
theſe furniſh out ſo many and Eck 
conſtant occaſions for prayer, that 1 
never find the want of ſubje& what to 
ſay to my heavenly Father: but I find 
| too often indeed, the want of incli- 
| nation to draw nigh to him, -My heart 
x is ſo cold and languid, and divine 
| _ things operate ſo little pon me in 
proportion to their impemtance, that 
1 have much reaſon to adopt the A- 
poſtle's ſentiment as my own, when I 
would do good, evil is preſent with me. 
| Speak ye, whole experience of the 
heart teſtifies to the truth of theſe ob - 
ſervations, is it not a faithful account 
of what paſſes continually within? 
You therefore cannot require that I 
ſhould deſcribe to you the aduantagel of 
© perſonal commumon and prayer with 
I. God, who find a needs be for it upon 
' . _ everyoccaſion, and are only lamenting 
too frequently a diſinclination to a prac- 
tice which brings with it both a ow” 
Fe | | 1 ure . 


VHP 
fure and a reward. But would to God 
hat any thing I could ſay, in addition 
to the arguments I have brought for- 
ward, to prove the pleaſures of de- 1 
otion, could operate upon minds that 
are ſtrangers to this divine princ1 __ By: 
nd know not the enjoyments of the 
loſet, to prompt them to liſten to 
hoſe perſuaſions, which ariſe out of 
he advantages of it alſo. Shall I beg 
ff you, my Chriſtian Brother, (if per- 
hance I Ipeak to one of this deſcrip- 
ion on the preſent moment) ſhall I 
eg of you to pauſe, and conſider with 
ourſelf; the ſituation in which you 
and in this world, and the very aw- A 
| profpe&ts opening before you iQ 
nother: and then afk your own heart 
thether there muſt not be the moſt 
bvious advantages refultmg from the 3 
ractiee of perſona! communion and ac w_ 
amtance with God; and whether 
e duties leading to it are not ſuch as 5 
nder the duty abſolutely neceſſary 
d unavoidabe. Have'you ever con- 
65Dn . 


ſidered the fallen and corrupt ſtate in 


Have you contemplated as you ought, 


ſupplication to heaven in private tor a 


deemer's blood; and yet feel no deſire 
uſe no entreaty to be waſhed from the 


guilt of it? Can it be poſſible that 


. 


which you was born, and the tranſ- 
greſſion in which you have lived? 


the weak neſs and impotence of man, Nvi 
and the continual help he ſtands in Mal: 
need of from God; the rich proviſion ¶ tio 
made for a recovery in the Redeemer's MW wit 
atoning merits and blood; and the inc 
plentiful aſſiſtance of grace which is hir 
promiſed to aid human weakneſs when IM hu: 
alked in prayer? And will not thei pri 
conviction of theſe ſolemn truths com- thc 
pel you to ſeek a perſonal acquaintance fon 
with God, for the attainment of ſuch wit 
deſirable and indiſpenſible bleſſings? 1 mi: 
it poſſible for the Foul to be impreſſedi inf 
with a ſenſe of fin, and lift no voice oi anc 


deliverance from it; or to conſider the 
rich fountain which is opened for fin, 
and for all uncleanneſs in the Re 


an 
mal 
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Cay 


man can coolly look round and be- 


hold himſelf placed in this world in a 

ſtate of trial and probation expoſed 
to innumerable enemies both from 
within and from without; ſubje& to 
almoſt an infinite variety of tempta- 
tions, ſickneſſes, and ſorrows; together 

with all the numberleſs, nameleſs evils 
incident to a fallen ſtate; helpleſs in 
himſelf, and hopeleſs in reſpect to all 
human power, and yet never retire in 
private to the reflection of a ſerious 
thought, or ſeek in ſolitude that per- 
ſonal communion and acquaintance 
with God, by which divine. ſtrength 
might be imparted .to ſuccour human 
infirmity! Alas! my Brother, if theſe 
and the like ſolemn conſiderations 
have not employed the attention of 
many a thoughtful hour; it is not be- 
cauſe they are not ſufficiently intereſt- 
ing, or have not again and again de- 
manded that attention in the loudeſt 
calls of neceſſity: but becauſe other 


objects among the frivolous and vain 


purſuits 
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perſon of a thoughtleſs mind, like the 
owls upon the ſacrifice of Abraham, 


have driven them away; and every 
ſerious impreſſion hath been buried 


under a heap of rubbiſh and folly. 
Dear inconſiderate Chriſtian! think 


once more, I charge thee, before it be 


too late, of the importance of what is 


here recommended to thy moſt ſerious 


regard, and the infinite advantage that 


muſt reſult from its obſervance. Re- 


tire but for a moment, and open your 
breaſt to a conviction of the plaineſt 
and moſt palpable truths in nature. 


Call to mind thy fallen ſtate ; conſider, 
awfully conſider, the ſad and irre- 
mediable conſequences of departing 
out of life in that flate, with a nature 


unregenerated, and a ſoul uncleanſed 
in the blood of Chriſt: anticipate that 


folemn hour which cannot be far re- 


mote; and may be near indeed, when 


phyſicians, attendants, relations, and 


iends, will be all ſanding. perhaps 


around thy dying bed, unable to, ad- 


miniſter 


„ © 4 
miniſter any thing more than the fruit- 
leſs with, or the ineffectual medicine to 
prolong Hife. And if in that trying 
eaſon * have no perſonal knowledge 
of God, no intereſt in Chriſt ; nor com- 
munion with the bleſſed Spirit; of what 
avail will be all the ſurrounding cir- 
cumftances to the departing foul. — 
us Wh Miſerable comforters are they all! Oh! 
at chat thou wouldeſt fold down this leaf 
Jas a memorandum frequently to look 
ur at it, until its contents are folded pro- 
lt I perly in thy mind, and the ſpirit of 
— race hath wrought conviction in thy 
I, heart, and Chri/? be formed in thee the 
r 
os 2500 fark from this conſideration, 
re to drop one word more to the pious 
ed frequenter of the cloſet; not indeed 
at by way of pointing out to him the ad- 
e IU vantages of ſuch an employment, for 
en I that Fhipe is unneceſſary ; but by way 
nd Wl of ſtrengthening his hands in the ſer- 
PS I vice, in the recollection of the many 
d- important cauſes Which beſide his own 
OT” | perſonal 
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perſonial concerns are calling upon him 
from every quarter, and begging aloud 
for an intereſt in his prayers. Oh 


what a gracious opportunity hath the 


pious ſervant of God when drawing 
nigh the mercy ſeat, and when feeling 
his ſoul warmed with the ſpirit of de- 


votion to put in a petition for his 


friends after the fleſh; the poor and 
the diſtreſſed members of Chriſt, where- 


ever fituated, or however ſcattered; 


the gracelels, and the unconcerned; 
the long loſt wanderer, and the afflict- 
ed in mind; in ſhort perſons of every 


deſcription : In how many ways, and 


*Ss 


by what various opportunities, may 
every real and fincerely awakened 


. Chriſtian, water the church with his 


prayers, and bleſs .the world? And 


wilt thou not, my Chriſtian Brother, 


upon thoſe ſolemn moments when 


drawing nigh to God, feel ſomewhat 


of that compaſſionate ſpirit which ac- 


tuated the holy prophet in the mount, 


when a long acquaintance with God 
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made him for a while forget his own 
perſonal intereſt to attend to the in- 
tereſt of others. 8 Particularly you that 
are parents need not ſurely the ſmalleſt 
S memento, to prompt you to bear your 
children on the win 7 of your devotion 


before the throne of grace. Every pi- 
ous father, I am perſuaded, is for ever 
adding new petitions in the court of 
heaven for renewed mercy on his off- 


spring; and certainly the earneſt pray. 
ers of ſuch parents are filed (if I may 


la ſay) on the divine records in ever- 
laſting remembrance. Oh! what a 
comfort is it when a devout parent has 
an intereſt in heaven for his children, 
frequently makes a viſit there, and 
lodges all his requeſts before God, and 


from thence draws all his expectations 
for them! With what compoſure muſt 


he lay down his head upon a dying 
PROS: when like Jeſus he can commit 


is children and all their concerns into 


the divine hand, as Chriſt did his fol- 


6 See Exodus Exil. 32. 
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lowers, and from the ſebf ſame argtt. 
but theſe are in the worlds keep thei 
through thy truth. Do you not believe 
ſuch prayers afcend with a peculiar 


fangt t 
ſanctifl 
they have been anſwered, years after 
the pious petitioners themſelves have 
been filent in the duſt. Ye that are 


It is impoſſible a ſingle petition offered 


flight all your admonitions : they may 
long treat your tendereſt entreaties 


(662) 


ment: Now Tam no more in the world; 


and prevailing energy before the 
throne of grace, preſented as they are 

fie Redeemer's name, and 
tified by his atoning blood? Oh 
yes! numberleſs are the mſtances where 


praying fathers' therefore be not dil- 
coutaged, Hold on, and hold out.— 


in faith can be unheard, or in the end 
unſucceſsful. Graceleſs children may 


with coldneſs and diſdain. But one 

remedy always remains in which you 

can promote their E even againſt 

their will. Fly to the throne of grace. 

Lodge all your withes there, * 
; at 


1 


of heaven, and bring down a bleſſing 
em to ſoften the hardeſt heart, and to in- 
ye Bl duce a ſpirit of grace and ſupplication 


jar in the moſt ſtubborn mind, when Ark i 


he other method hath failed, And marl 
ire Nit down, I beſeech you, as a never fail- 


Jh of the certain ſucceſs of your devotions, 
and as an encouragement to a perſe- 


verance in the duty: That he prayer 
which is awaFened by grace, muſt be an- 


wered in mercy. For it is the Lord 
which giveth both the 4i/pofition to 


to the mind, and enables the heart to 


ment of all God's gracious promiſes. 
And never did the Lord pour out upon 
any foul, thele gifts of his bleſſed ſpant, 
but with an intention to render them 
effectual. Remember the words of the 


in prayer, believing, ye ſhall r ecei ue. . 
„ 9 t Mat, xx). 22 | 


* 


hath been known to open the windows 


pray, and propoſes the ſubiect of prayer 
watch, and depend in faith for the fulfill- 


Redeemer. . All. things whatſoever ye aſe 


I Hi | 


1 muſt not forget among the ad- 
vantages of cloſet prayer to obſerve, 
one ſingular privilege more which it 
propoſes, in preference to every other 


to 725. but univerſally open to all, 
an 


reſpect it ſurpaſſes indeed even the ad- 


which compoſe the congregation; and 


Tonal drawing nigh to God may be 
embraced as frequently as the ſoul de- 
it: no ſituation or employment pre- 
vents it. The poor man, who hath 


SE | . up 
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means of grace: I mean in that it is 
not limited to time or place, or confined 


may be proſecuted by the pious 
character upon every occaſion. In this 


vantage of public, or family worſhip.— 
For the ſtated periods of thoſe duties 
muſt be embraced in the ſeaſons ap- 
pointed for them, or as it ſuits the 
convenience of the ſeveral characters 


if thoſe ſeaſons are paſſed by, the op- 
B is loſt. But a private, per- 


fires communion. No place precludes 


no cloſet to enter, may enter into his 
own heart, and his devotions may go 


( 6 ) 


up before God, while his hands are 
engaged in the ordinary employments 


of life, as well as when withdraw 
ing from the world to enjoy more 
immediate communion with God. I. 


No not mean to ſay that opportunities 


are not to be ſought for by way of in- 
lulging in a more unreſtrained manner 
he devout affections, where conveni- 
ncy and a fituation in life favours the 


Pbject. But what I mean to ſay is, 


hat neither the buſieſt life, nor any 
loneſt worldly calling, can become 
preventive to quench the devout 
lame. Holy men of old found op- 
portunities in the midſt of idolatrous 
eople, and even in the moſt trying 
nd adverſe ſituations, to enjoy inter- 
ourſe and communion with God. 
he example of Nehemiah ſtands upon 
erlaſting record, to ſhew that a er- 
ant may wait at table, or with his 
nds be employed in his neceſſary la- 
our, while his heart may be drawn 
ut towards the Lord, and pourin 


5 fort! 


—— 


* 


Peter ſought the houſe-top, and the 
Apoſtle Paul uſed the ſea-ſhore. II 


his retreats to enjoy communion wit! 
his Father. But that the great and 


( 6 ) : 


forth the incenſe of prayer.* And 
Daniel's hiſtory preſents» an equally 


memorable proof, that a life engaged 


in the 19175 circle, or occupied in 


the higheſt departments of worldly 
affairs, may find time for the ſacred 


and ſelf-rewarding ſervice of private 
rayer.] And that poverty or ſuffering 
ecome no hindrance to this duty, 15 
evident, for 7 prayed on a dunghill 
and Jeremiah in a priſon. The Apoſtle 


ſhort all places ſuit, and may be mad: 
facred to this delightful employment 
Nay, think only how the Redeeme 
himſelf, who needed not the aid o 


prayer, yet hath ſhewn that all ſpot 


may be hallowed to the ſervice when 
the heart is awakened to the deſire o 
it: the garden and the mountain wer 


# See Nehemiah, chap. i, ii, and iv. 
| See Daniel vi. 1—10 et paſſim. 
| 1mportal 


* 


„„ 
important work he came on earth to 
erform might receive no interruption 
rom this ſecret employment, he ſuf- 
fered not the duties of the day to be 
broken in upon, but borrowed from 
the filence of the night for this pur- 
| pole ; and when he had ſent the multitude 
away, he went up into the mountain apart 
to pray. ris „ 
O thou adored Redeemer! how doth 
thy warm and bright example chal- 
lenge our cold 55 lifeleſs hearts, to 
imitate, what we cannot but admire, 
and to follow thee whitherſoever thou 
goeſt! Surely, the man, who can 
contemplate ſuch actions in the life of 
Jeſus, and can conſider, to what the 
whole of that life was intended to 
miniſter ; and yet finds no diſpoſition 
to do, as he bath done; may very juſtly 
apply to his own heart, that awaken- 
ing expoſtulation which Chriſt nſed to 
his Mos upon another occaſion : 
What ! could ye not watch with me one 
one our? Watch and pray that ye enter 
8 5 not 
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not into temptation. Hath the Redeemer 
ſpent whole nights in prayer for us, 
and {hall we think it too much to give 
one hour to him? oe oo ge 
To plead. want of time, or multi- 
plicity of buſineſs, is the weakeſt and 
moſt ſenſeleſs pretence imaginable. — 
What purſuits of this lower world 
- ought to be proſecuted with that in- 
tene application as to leave no time 
for attention to the one thing needful? 
Beſides, ſo far is a multiplicity of 
worldly avocations from becoming a 
reaſonable excuſe for the neglect of 
religious duty, that it forms of itſelf 
the higheſt poſſible motive to the more 
frequent practice of it. For he whoſe 
life is ſpent amidſt the greateſt circle 
of buſineſs, will need the greater grace 
to keep him unſpotted from the world. 
And if the day be too ſhort to admit 
of the ſober claims of private prayer, 
thoſe claims may be anſwered in taking 
from the ſlumber of the night. David 
found this an happy expedient * 
e 5 


„„ 
er the concerns of his buſy life, and hath 
as, left upon everlaſting record the good 
ve effects of it. At midnight (ſays he) will 
| # riſe to give thanks unto thee, becauſe of 
thy righteous judgments, Mine eyes pre- 
vent the night watches,. that I might be 
occupied in thy word. The Lord hath 
granted his loving-kinaneſs in the day-time, 
and in the night-ſeaſon did I fing of him, 
and made my prayer unto the God of my 
He. IT have thought upon thy name O 
Lord in the night-ſeaſen, and received 
comfort, My ſoul fleeth unto the Lord 
| before the morning watch ng. 
Ye men of buſineſs! Ye ſons of la- 
bour! . Ye who ri/e early, late take reſt, 
and eat the bread of carefulneſs ! ſay, 
what can the moſt buſy life find in ex 
tenuation to juſtify a negle& of this 
moſt neceſſary and ſelf-rewarding duty? 
Oh! that mankind could learn, that 
firſt and grand rule, of all that is truly 
valuable in arithmetic; ſo to number” 
ther days as to apply their hearts unto 
wiſdom ; for then would the upſhot o 
wo 1 the 
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outſide religious, if I may ſo call it.— 


him in the eyes of the world common 


CW 1 
the buſineſs leave with an abiding im- 
preſſion, never to be worn out upon | 
the mind, that ſolemn. ſentence of 
Chriſt : what 7s a man profited if he ſhall 
gain the whole world and loſe his own ſoul? | 


Bear with me, indulgent Reader, 
while I offer but one obſervation more, 
as a finiſhing conſideration to the whole 


argument ; and which ſhall be only to 
ſay; that I conſider the love of private 


prayer and ſecret communion with 


God as one of the trueſt evidences 


that a divine life is begun in the ſoul, 
and the ſureſt method of aſcertaining a 
real religious character. = 


* 


I have often thought what a world 


of trial, and labour, and fatigue, ſome 


men go through, merely to appear 
what they are not. Oh! the madneſs 
and the folly of all follies, in being 


That ever any man ſhould. defire to be 
confidered zhat, which hardly will gain 


reputation ; 


- 

* . 9 " 

2 es od | 
D_ 


„ 
reputation; and if it be a name only, 
vithout the life of godlineſs, muſt ex- 


poſe him but to the ſeverer judgment 
„ ᷑ (TN... OE 
My Friend! wouldſt thou really wiſh 
to know whether this be thy caſe? 
The ſecret and unſeen employment of 
the cloſet between God and thy own 
ſoul, will bring thee very ſpeedily to 
the cleareſt inveſtigation of this matter. 
Mat is the hope of the hypocrite (ſays 
Job) when God taketh away his ſoul ? 
Will God hear his cry when trouble cometh 
upon him? Will he delight himſelf in the 
Almighty? Will he always call upon God? 
Yes! He may call upon God. But it 
will be in the public worſhip, when the 
eyes of others are upon him. But will 
he call upon God in private, when no 
eye ſeeth him? Yes! perhaps even 
here alſo, the effect of e br pf (hall 
lead him to the form of prayer in pri- 
vate as well as public. Children brought 
up by godly parents will hardly be 


Job vil. $4 9, 10. 
| 8 able 


„ 
able to throw off altogether in riper 
years the cuſtom of early habits. But 
ill he delight himſelf in God? No |! that 
is impoſſible. Here therefore is the 
grand diſcrimination of character.— 
WER eee as well as the es of 
real piety may pray, may call upon 
Gl Ne of K 
and impoſe on the eyes of the world. 
But to delight /imſelf in God: to take a 
pleaſure, and feel a joy unſpeakable 
in the religious duties and employ- 
ments of the cloſet; this can be the 
portion only of the real ſervant of the 
Lord. Reader! make application of 
this deciſive evidence to thyſelf. Aſk 
thine own heart this ap: {2g do J 
delight in God ? 


I have now finiſhed all that I in- 
tended to offer upon this ſubject, and 
ſhall have cauſe to bleſs God, if any 
thing that is here ſaid, may ſerve as an 
inſtrument in the Divine hand, to lead 
to the duties of the cloſet. I have 
done 
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407 
done to the beſt of my ability upon 
the occaſion. Would to God that I 
poſſeſſed the ſkill to have done better! 
But the higheſt human powers are a- 
like incompetent to perſuade, unlefs 
accompanied with a divine effect. It 
this be wanting, the whole muſt prove 
ineffectual: a, like the weeping fiſters 
mentioned in the goſpel, I may take 
up a ſimilar lamentation, and ſay; 
Lord! if thou hadft been here my labour 
lad not died. But, to carry on the ſame 
_ reaſpning, I know that even now. if we 
will aſe this bleſſing from God, God 
ill give it us. Before therefore thou 
{hutteſt the bock, dear Reader, alk 
once more for that wiſdom which is 
from above, which can alone lead to 
the knowledge of God in the face of 
Jeſus Chriſt. Our eyes are unto thee, 
Almighty Power, that thou wouldſt be 
graciouſly pleaſed to order that this 
| Foble ©, may not return void, but 


accompliſh that which thou pleaſeft, and 
proſper in the thing whereto thou ſends it. 
—_— FRAGMENT. 
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ſome one, or other, at leaſt o my 
readers, may have been led to form 
this concluſion from the peruſal, 

(which indeed is the evident reſult of 
the whole,) that no real Chriſtian can 


portant a branch of duty. 


ſervice itlelf muſt be performed. 
conceive it to be very poſſible, that 
much time may be ſpent in the cloſer, 
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1 Would fain cheriſh the hope, that 


- 


the arguments mads ule of, in the 


dation 


5 precading treatiſe, in the recommen- 


private prayer, carry wi 


them a power of perſuaſion, not eaſily 
the 


to be refiſted; and that through th 


hem, 


1 


poſſibly live in the neglect of fo im- 


4 
© 


But I ſhall have anſwered only in 
part the, purpoſe intended from, this 
Title traft, (even if any fader ſhould 
be led thereby to his cloſet ;) unlels it 


ſEryes.at the lame time to giye him a 
clear idea, of the manner ly hugh the 
riormed. I 


4 
yy 


and 


-< 75 oh 


and yet the ſoul not enriched. Fa or if 
men take the world with them into 
their retirements, and even here are 
more engaged in the confideration of 
things temporal, than things eternal: 
if the an, be then read for the 
purpoſe anſyering the claims of 


duty, and not to promote the intereſt 
of religion, and the pleaſures 'of the 
mind ; z Or if the devotion of the cloſet _ 
"i me mere huddlin over a form of 
5 leſs prayers, in which the ſoul 
105 8 45 el may not che awful 


10 the Prophet, be 
ja W y applied to fuch caſes: To what 
2% 15 the multitude US 5 Hf Meer 
nes ſe faith the Lord! 


Con) 
ofes of piety, and ptocure the plea- 
5 93 55 and advantages it promiſes.— 
And I ſhall eſteem my labour moſt 
happily devoted, if it ſerves under 
God's grace, to guide any one unin- 
form'd reader, to a better apprehenſion 


branch in a Chriſtian's dur. 
It muſt be obvious I think, to. any 
one of the ſmalleſt reflection, that 


— 


to God, or profitable to man, muſt 
proceed from the heart. The very 
nature of prayer implies this. For it 


neceſſity of prayer, awakens deſires in 
tongue: and unleſs our prayers are 


Ni induced from this cauſe, however the 
lips may utter a form of words, the 


EE heart will be altogether unintereſted, 


/and unconcerned in the „ 


| prayer, (as that I believe no one will 
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than he before poſſeſſed, of this capital 


. every kind, whether in pub- 
lic or private, to render it acceptable 


is a ſenſe of want which creates the 


the heart, and gives expreſſion to the 


= | Now if this be the trueſt deſcription of 
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TY „ 5 
deny) it will neceſſarily follow, that 
the greateſt qualification to render 
prayer profitable, under the immedi- 
ate teachings of God's holy ſpirit (in- 
deed the only one next to the poſſeſs- 
ing gut notions of the Being we ad- 
dreſs, and the channel by which all 
pagers can be preſented with a pro- 
pect of ſucceſs before him) is to have 
a lively apprehenſion of the mercies 
we ſtand in need of, and which a real 
ſenſe of want only can prompt the 
heart to ſeek. And as every man muſt 
in the very nature of things be fup- 
poled beſt to know his own wants, 
every man is certainly beſt competent 
to make thoſe wants known unto God. 
Hence therefore, however forms of 
prayer, and books of devotion may be 
allowed as uſeful, or even neceſſary 
for the purpoſes of public worthip, or 
family piety ; yet private, perſonal com- 
munion with. God, can need no ſuch 
helps, neither indeed can they come 
up to all the purpoſes required.. Mm 5 
1 7 MO e . 
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the ſolemn t ranſactions between God 
and the ſoul, ſo various are the ſitu - 


of providence and grace, with which 
he is continually exerciſed; ſo many 
are the circumſtances which diſtinguih 101 
one from another in the condition of ¶ me 


of exprelſing his thoughts in a better 


. 


ations in which a man is placed in this 
world; {o:different.are the diſpenſations 


human life; that it is impoſſible that WM hir 
any torm of pr ayer EAN EX Pr els what hee 
the ſoul hath 0 ſay to Cod in thole I ex; 
delightful moments when drawing nigh deſ 


to him. Private, perſonal prayer mull WM of t 
be the prayer af the heart, to expreb be 


reſpect therefore, all men are alike of“ 


competent to the diſcharge gf it.—- Ihe 


The:moſt ignorant, as ell, as the, mol Ou 
accompliſned. The man who cannot Lor 
real, as well as he who is maſter off a 
many languages, are all upon the level 
For though. One may poſſeſs the Powe 


ye 
6 


form of Words than the other, 
hen iti be conſidered to whom pr 


„„ 
is made; and the ſole purpoſes it is in- 
terided- to anſwer ; it is plain that the 
frame of the ſoul, and not the form of 
words, is what the Almighty regards 
in all approaches towards hin. 

My humble friend! art thou at a 
lofs what to ſay unto Gad in thoſe 
moments when drawing nigh unto 
him? Conſult, I beſeech thee, thine 
heart upon the occaſion. Previouſly _ 
examine, what are thy wants, and thy 
defires, For if you are truly ſenſible 
of theſe things, it is impoſſible you can 
be ignorant of the manner of expreſs. . 
ing them. A real, lively, abiding ſenſe _\ 7 
of want cannot fail, to give defires to ) x, 
the ſoul, and language to the tongue. 
Out of the abundance ꝙ the heart (our | 4M 
Lord hath ſaid) the mouth ſpeutemn.— | 
A juſt apprehenſion of the ſins of our 
fallen nature; a proper knowledge f ) "4 
the rich proviſion of mercy made for 
thofe fins in the benignity of God | 5 
f 
þ 
b 
? 


"Wttirough . Chriſt :- an awakened 
enſe of the awful objects of * 
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and the conſciouſneſs that theſe in- 


thread of human life: theſe ſubjects 
once impreſſed in their PIO er cha- 
racters on the mind, will c 


inability to expreſs themſelves ſuitably 


words, but the want of feeling. The 


= b - I 
4 DO. — < 3 7 * F 4 ' - | . o « 3 —— 
Ser * * . I — - 7 a+ — * 2 * N — * * 5 9 _l \ — 3 wo = 
2 r 2 7 ä r N 8 2 — — 
8 b N == — : — — _ GS woe * * Fo , 2 n * FT = n 28 * . \ - l 3 hn... 2 _— 
8 5 0 c Y 5 " 4 1 A * — - * * 4 * F . of A g w F, 22 6 - 
* ä ah Sr oe rat 8 ? Fl Fae SAR. <4 * WD % hs -- £ oi — 1 , S# 4 $48 © E. Bu T4 LI — i . > 4 - * 2 
NT FP Aa Ga n * we. 4 5 I 5 : un. BE TIF OTF WW COS e 1 a , M33 A 3 - A i , , * A — 
ks COMETS, = : WA hn . 3 „ r * f P "IV. - * 2 8 
* A k * — v3 * 4 1 Y #.-2 0 82 6 * 
9 9 2 


his petitions, and gives him that ceaſeſ or 
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finitely ſolemn and momentous con- 
cerns are all ſuſpended on the frail 


all up the 
voice of ſupplication, and make the 
tongue of the ſlammerer ſpeak plainly.* 
Men may fancy what they pleaſe, of 


in prayer, but it is not the want of 


fact is, they are not ſufficiently inte- 
reſted in the object of their prayers, 


and therefore do not find (as well me 
they may not, under ſuch circum-· en 


ſtances) the fervour of piety, ariſing of 


from the vacant heart. Aſk the mau er 


who lives by alms, what it is which fide 


furniſhes his mouth with arguments Ear 


from day to day, to proſecute hi wel 
trade of begging ; let him ſay what ii Ve 
is which makes him ſo clamorous ii bef, 


* Ifajah xxxii, 4. 
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6 
n. leſs importunity, which takes no de- 
n- mal. He will tell you, that it is the 
ail prefſing calls of hunger and want; and 
ts theſe are the ſtimulants which teach 
na- him without the aid of books how to 
the expreſs the ſenſe he has of his miſery. 
% And ſtrange indeed would it be, that 
9 his wants if real, ſhould need fueh 
of aſſiſtance. It would be a novel fight 
ably truly, and as ridiculous as new, to ſee 
a beggar opening a book to read from 
it his {uit for alms. And ſhall a poor, 
miſerable, untutored creature, poſſeſs 
that art of perfuafion among men, 
merely from the diftates of nature 
only, becauſe he feels the preſſing wants 
of the periſhing body; and ſhall you, 
or I, with all the aids of grace on our 
fide, while awakened to a ſuitable 
earneſtneſs, in ſeeking the everlaſting 
welfare of the foul, be apprehenſive, 
we cannot properly expreſs our wants 
before God ? wee orm of words, 
or the manner of expreſſion, be ſo very 
important a part in prayer, if the heart 


K be 


Bs Or T0 
be really intereſted; eſpecially when it 
be conſidered, to whom we ſpeak; One, 
who hath made us what we are, is 
better informed of our abilities than 
we are ourſelves; and will not, we are 
aſſured, require from us what we are 
not qualified to perform, and like an 
hard and unfeeling maſter, expect to 
reap where he hath not ſown! And is 
it poflible then, that any man can be 
ſenſible of theſe things; can really look 
up to God under thoſe endearing cha- 
racters in which he is revealed in ſcrip- 
ture, as the Father of mercies, and the 
God of all comfort; who is both the giver, 
the hearer, and the rewarder of prayer; 
and who in order to leſſen that infinite 
diſtance between his unſpotted holi- 
neſs, and the unworthy objects of his 
favour, hath appointed the medium of 
his divine Son, and offered the aids of 
his bleſſed ſpirit, to bring men to, his 


mercy ſeat; and hath expreſsly pro- 
miſed that a/ things whatſoever we aſk 


1n the faith of the Redeemer's name, 


\ 
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and relying on his atoning blood, be- 
lieving we ſhall receive? Is it poſſible, I 


ſay, that any man can view the throne 
of grace thus encircled with mercy, 


and can find his heart properly affected 
under all theſe impreſſions, and yet be 


at a loſs for a ſuitable manner of ma- 


king his requeſts known unto God ? 


Oh ! how much we degrade God while 
we think to honour him, and how 


groſsly do we injure our own ſouls, 
and deprive them of their chief plea- 
ſure, when we damp the ardour of 
devotion, by ſuch needleſs and unbe- 
coming apprehenſions. ] Go, my Bro- 


ther, go into thy cloſet ; recollect , 
hath made man's mouth, or who maketh the 
dumb, or deaf, or the ſeeing, or the blind ! 


Apply the ſame promiſe to thyſelf, 
Wk the Man of God received, to 


give him confidence in the execution 


- of his commiſſion : I well be with thy 
mouth, (ſaid God) and teach thee, what 


thou ſhalt ſay.* And if you can but 


Exodus iy, 


* N i ' — ; 1 feel 


 fedl a real ſenſe of your wants; though 


energy we are affured, through that 
channel of acceptance in the Great 


at length like David, in a fimilar ſitu- 
ſpeak with your tongue}, 
- nadvenenty, will miſeonfituc whar I 


_ fay, as if from hence I meant to diſ- 
.-countenance books of devotion in pub- 


ever conſidered indeed, that the genera/ 
wants, either of a congregation afſem- 
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the lips be unable to expreſs, what the 
heart ſuſtains, and like HezekzahF can 
only mourn in broken ſentences before 
God: nay even, the ſpirit can but 
bow down in humble filence before 
Him; he ſorrowful fighing of the pri- 
foners muſt come up with prevailing 


Redeemer's interceflion, which never 
fails. And who knows, but perhaps, 


ation, while the heart ts mung, the ſacred | 
fire may kindle, and at the laft you may 


I hope no one either deſignedly, or 


lic, or ſocial worſhip. Such intentions 
are foreign to my thoughts. I have 


T 1faiah i. 1 Pſalm axxix, 
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bled for the purpoſe of divine wor- 
ſhip ; or for the diſcharge of family 
prayer; are beſt expreſſed by a form 
of devotion which may comprehend 
moſt advantageouſly their general ne- 
ceſſities and defires : And in a former 
publication I have expreſſed my ſenti- 
ments more fully upon the ſubject.“ 
But I am here ſpeaking of the private, 
perſonal deyotion of the cloſet, which I 
cannot but think in all caſes, and with-+ 
out exception, requirts no ſuch aids, 
but their uſe rather tend to cramp the 
ſpirit of piety, and tempt the mind to 
lean on the form, while forgetting the 
power of godlineſs. And the more I 
conſider the ſubjet, the more I am 
convinced of the propriety of the ob- 
ſervation. And am only aſtoniſhed, 
that the very obvious reaſons, on 
which it is founded, do not carry with 
them, the ſame conviction, to every 
mind. Every poſſible apprehenſion, 
ariſing from a juſt ſenſe of the infinite 
+ See a little tract entitled the Miſericordia, printed and fold'by \, 
Pt Pi. Nettleton, Plymouth, bt | 
perfections 
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—_ perfections of God, and the unworthi- 


nels of man; and the fear which keeps 


back the ſoul in her devout aſpirati- 


ons, are all removed in the conſidera- 


tion of thoſe gracious and encouraging 
helps which are held forth, inviting us 


to draw nigh. Since God hath ſent 
forth the ſpirit of his Son into aur hearts, 
we are now enabled to cry Abba, Fa- 
tler Since we have ſuch an High Prieſt 
over the houſe of God, who is paſſed into 
the heavens, Teſus the Son of God, we 


ought to draw near in full afſurance of 


faith. And ſince we have boldneſs to 
enter into the hotiefl by the blood of Feſus, 

| ſhall we not, as the Apoſtle recom- 
mends, come boldly to the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace 
Jo help in time of need? Methinks % 


Spirit of bondage again to fear, ought | 


Now to give way, fo the ſpirit of adoption. 


And while that animating voice is 
heard from the ſanctuary, (or which is 


juſt the ſame thing, the call of God in 
his word) /eek ye my face; the heart 


may 
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may | intuitively reply, thy face Lord 


ill I fees, And if in this manner you 


ſeek the Lord, the promiſe is abſolute, 
hoe fiat find him : if thov fe kim with 


all thine heart, and with all thy-ſoul,* For 


the Lord is nigh unto them that call upon 


him, yea all ſuch as call upon him faithfully. 


He will fulfil the defire of them that fear 
him, lie alſo will hear their cry, and will 


fave them. F 


And now, what ſhall I ſay more, 


either in recommendation of the princi- 


ple of private prayer itfelf, or of the beſt 


method of performing it? I am come, 


indeed, to the laſt page but one in my 
book, and had I any better argument 
to offer (which I confeſs indeed, I have 


not) there would be no more room to 
write it. The thought of this however, 


awakens a ſerious reflection (which in 


concluſion, I ſhall beg to leave on the 


mind of my Reader) of the neceſſity of 
filling in, the pages of the book of the 


Deut. iv. 9. . Fal. cxlv, 18, 19. 
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preſent life, with every poſlible im- 


our 09 


- his humble work: Suffer me to v 
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the final. lines of this little fragment, 
I to ſerve the whole up 8 
on the knee of prayer; th 
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